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Update from the City Manager 

Exciting times in Lake City! There are several projects that 

have either been completed, still ongoing or will be started 

soon.   

The first of these is the sidewalk project on Reynolds Road.  

This project will allow our residents and students to walk 

safely to and from school or shopping and no longer must 

walk in the roadway on Reynolds Road.  In addition, this 

sidewalk connects our neighborhoods with the Reynolds 

Nature Preserve. This project has been completed.  The 

second project that is ongoing is a major upgrade and re-

pair of the Oswalt Nature Preserve.  Several of the trails had 

damage from water runoff.  New pipe was installed 

throughout the nature preserve and new crush was placed 

on all the trails except one.  The Mayor and Council ap-

proved for the outer trail to have a five-foot-wide concrete 

sidewalk installed.  This will enable people with strollers 

and mobility issues to be able to better access and enjoy 

the park. The Mayor and Council will host key stakeholders 

for a grand rededication of the Willie R. Oswalt Nature Pre-

serve in September. Finally, we have provided a list of eight 

city streets for repaving to the Clayton County Department 

of Transportation.  As part of the Service Delivery Agree-

ment with the County, the city pays for materials and the 

county provides the equipment and labor.  These street 

projects should be completed by the end of the year.   

I am sure you all have heard about the proposed Clayton 

County Entertainment Complex that will be located on the 

old Ingles Property.  As many of you know this property is 

owned by the Development Authority of Clayton County 

and has been vacant for several years.  The first structure 

scheduled to be built on this property is a Small Business 

Incubator.   

The timeline provided to the city for this build is approximately 

46 weeks. 

It is with immense sadness that I must share with the commu-

nity the passing of former Councilman Dwight Ginn. Council-

man Ginn served the residents of Lake City for over eighteen 

years. He will be missed.  Please keep his family in your pray-

ers. 

The Mayor and Council will host the Christmas Tree lighting 
this fall with a full program.  It will be the first time we have 
had the public participate in this event since COVID. I look for-
ward to seeing everyone there.  Thank you for allowing me to 
serve as your City Manager and if I can ever be of service 
please do not hesitate to reach out.  My e-mail address is 
cleighty@lakecityga.net and my contact number is 404-366-
8080. 

Clean-up Day 

 

 

 

 

The City of Lake City’s Fall Clean-Up is scheduled 
for Saturday, Oct. 1, 2022 from 8AM until 4:30PM. 
The location will be 5535 North Parkway-the Public 
Works Building. 

Residents of Lake City can bring, at no charge, 
items such as yard debris, metal, and old paint to 
dispose of. *NO TIRES* 

Pro Shred will be on site from 12AM until 2PM. You 
will be able to shred old bills, tax papers and other 
paper documents. Please bring picture ID to prove 
residency.  

mailto:cleighty@lakecityga.net
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Things happening in City Lake City  

                                                                           NEW LANDSCAPING AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  NEW CONCRETE WALKING TRAIL  AT OSWALT NATURE PARK                                             NEW SIDEWALK ON REYNOLDS RD.                                                                                               

 

 

Community Awareness: 

Just a note to remind Residents of a few City Ordinances. 

Sec. 16-54  Unlawful Noise: It shall be unlawful for any 

person to make or cause to be made any noise plainly 

audible at a distance of 100 feet or more from the prop-

erty on which the noise originates. Such noises shall be 

deemed to be a public nuisance.  This applies to Residen-

tial and Commercial locations. 

Sec. 38-16. - Stopping, standing or parking: It shall be 

unlawful for any person, including but not limited to the 

owner or user of any vehicle described herein or anyone 

owning, renting, leasing, or in possession of property 

described herein, to allow any vehicle on any property 

having frontage along a residential street to be  

 

parked on any surface other than an impervious surface 

under the entire base of the vehicle.   It shall be unlawful 

for any person to park any vehicle on any street; only off-

street parking shall be permitted.  

Temporary parking:  This section shall not prohibit any 

nonresident from parking a vehicle on a residential street 

during temporary visits to a residence which has all availa-

ble impervious surface or gravel surface parking spaces 

utilized by other vehicles. For the purpose of this section, a 

"temporary visit" shall mean no more than six continuous 

hours at a time. 

For additional information call Lake City Code Enforcement 

@404-366-8035 
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School Zone Speeding 

On November 30, 2017, shortly before 9 am, Cobb 

County School Crossing Guard Edna Umeh was helping 

students across the 4 lanes of Veterans Memorial High-

way in front of Lindley Middle School in Mableton, 

Georgia. The yellow school zone lights were flashing 

and most of the traffic was slowing to the 25 mph limit. 

Suddenly a speeding vehicle swerved into the center 

turn lane where Edna was standing and hit her. Edna 

died on the scene and the ensuing investigation deter-

mined the Uber driver that hit her was doing 46 mph at 

the time of impact. He is currently serving a 5 year sen-

tence in prison. 

As a result of this incident, in 2018 the Georgia General 

Assembly passed Georgia Statute 40-14-18, also known 

as “Edna’s Law.” This allows local jurisdictions to en-

force speed limits in active school zones using radar 

and photographs. A radar unit clocks all vehicles travel-

ing in the school zone and a license plate reader cap-

tures the tag numbers of any vehicle driving 11 miles or 

more over the speed limit, as well as a video of the 

speeding vehicle.  

That information is then transmitted to the third-party 

contractor who is permitted by the statute to issue a 

civil citation to the registered owner of the vehicle. The 

fines are assessed at a flat rate, no matter the speed. 

The fine for a violation is set at $80 but goes to $130 for 

a second and subsequent violations. The law permits 

the system to log violations only on active school days, 

from one hour before school until one hour after 

school. Lake City Elementary School shares the school 

zone with Forest Park High School, so the school zone 

enforcement is active from one hour before the ele-

mentary school starts until one hour after the high 

school lets out, which would be 6:45 am until 5 pm.  

 

From the desk of Chief Whitmire 

 

Our system has been in place in front of Lake City 

Elementary since May of 2021 and  most of that 

month was part of the 30-day grace period after ini-

tial installation required by the law. During this peri-

od violators only received a warning with no fine 

attached. Initially, the biggest asset I saw in the sys-

tem was the fact that we would have a free license 

plate reader and 24-hour video in front of the school. 

That would give us a huge advantage in preventing 

any crime around the school. I knew that there were 

some speeders in the school zone but it wasn’t until 

the system went into operation that I realized how 

significant the speeding issue was on Phillips  Dr. 

During the school year 2021-2022, August to May, 

there were 3588 violations caught by the system. 

Based on a 180-day school year that averages rough-

ly 20 per day. The top speed caught on camera dur-

ing the year was 60 mph, with 2 violators at that 

speed. The normal speed limit on Phillips Drive is 30 

mph and 25 mph while the signals are flashing, so 

those two violators were doing double the speed 

limit. 

We are doing a little better so far this year so hope-

fully, the word is getting out that speeding in the 

school zone will incur penalties. Through the first 4 

weeks of school there have been 238 violators for an 

average of 14 per day. Some of that decrease may be 

attributed to the fact that we increased our police 

visibility in the school zones for the first few weeks 

so that we can get drivers used to the idea that 

school is back in session. However we have already 

had last year’s record of 60 mph broken. In August 

the system clocked a violator at 64 mph. But we are 

seeing a decrease in the number of overall speeders. 

For several of the days in August there were  only 6 

or 7 total violations.  

We believe this trend will continue and that the 

speed enforcement system is helping to keep our 

children safe.  They deserve nothing less.  
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Community Calendar of Events 

Council Workshops @ 6:00 p.m. followed by Council 

Meetings every 2nd Monday of each month @ 7:00 pm.  

OFFICE CLOSED 

Labor Day – September 5th   

Veterans Day— November 11th  

Thanksgiving — November  24th –25th  

Christmas — December 26th 

News Year Day— January 2nd. 

COMMUNITY CLEANUP DAY: 

Community Clean-Up October 1st from 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 

p.m. @ 5535 North Parkway, Lake City Public Works 

building. Shredding of personal documents is available 

from 12 noon until 2 p.m.  

LAKE CITY TREE LIGHTING AND  

HOLIDAY FESTIVAL  

 Lake City Tree Lighting and Holiday Festival  

November 18, from 6:30to 8:00 pm  @ City Hall., 5455 

Jonesboro Rd. 

             City of Lake City 

           5455 Jonesboro Rd. 

          Lake City, GA. 30260 
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