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REGULAR SESSION OF THE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

August 12th, 2024 

 
Attendees: Mayor Ron Dodson, Mayor Pro-Tem Craven, Councilmember Hoover, 
Councilmember Brown, Rusty Bishop, Police Chief Brett Stanelle, City Attorney Michael 
Huening, City Manager Chris Leighty 
 

6:00 PM: Zoning Hearing to change parcels from Gateway Village Development to 

Manufacturing. Attorney Paul Dzikowski presented the rezoning request of the 

property located at 5670 North Parkway to the Mayor and Council. The mayor 

asked Mr. Tim Kander a representative of IAA how they would enter the property 

if the zoning was approved, and he stated at the current entrance off North 

Parkway would be for employees to come in but the trucks carrying vehicles 

would enter the property from Rex Road.  In addition, the fence would remain 

along Harper Drive with no vehicle access. There was no one present that 

opposed the rezoning.  Mayor ProTem Craven made a motion to approve it was 

seconded by Councilmember Brown and passed unanimously.  The council did 

approve with a condition that no vehicle traffic would enter the property from 

Harper Drive.   

The Zoning Hearing ended at 6:16 PM 

6:30 Work Session:  

Public Works Supervisor Rusty Bishop advised the Council Phase II of the Oswalt 

Nature preserve would be completed soon. The new pump has been installed for 

the water flow. In addition, he stated the building design for the ARPA funding 

was being done by Whitley Engineering and should be able to have something for 

the council to be briefed on for the September council meeting. Rusty also briefed 

on the sidewalk project on Huie from Reynolds Road to the Walgreens on 

Jonesboro Road.  These two projects will be funded with ARPA funds. 

The city manager briefed the council on event updates. The second annual 

Park2Park 5K run would be held Saturday August 24th, the Lake City community 

cleanup day is September 14th with a make-up date of September 28th.   
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Lake City Community health fair will be held on October 19th at the Lake City 

Community Center.  The Mayor and Council selected December 6th as the date for 

the Employee appreciation luncheon. 

The mayor asked for a hard copy of the design of the City Hall Park.  The council 

was also advised that an LMIG Grant had been requested to construct an island at 

Ratteree Drive and Forest Parkway. 

The city manger informed the Mayor and Council the city had received the 

renewal update for employee health insurance, and they were asking for a fifteen 

percent increase over the cost in 2024.  The city’s healthcare broker is negotiating 

with GMA to lower that increase.  An update will be provided to the council in 

September. 

The Clayton County Municipal Meeting will be held August 15th at the Lake City 

Community Center. 

7:00 PM City Council Session: 

Call to order:   

Mayor Dodson called the Council meeting to order at 7:02 PM.  

Invocation:  

Mayor Dodson gave the invocation  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Approval of Minutes: 

A motion to approve the regular council minutes from July 8th, was made by 

Mayor ProTem Craven seconded by Councilmember Brown and passed 

unanimously.  A motion to approve the July 24th special called meeting minutes 

was made by Mayor ProTem Craven seconded by Councilmember Brown and 

approved unanimously. 

Old Business: NONE 

New Business:  
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A resolution was presented to the Mayor and Council to update the building fees 

schedule for Lake City. A motion to approve was made by Mayor ProTem Craven 

seconded by Councilmember Brown and passed unanimously.  

The city manager requested a Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Adjustment.  This would 

give a five percent pay increase to all full-time hourly employees. Councilmember 

Hoover made a motion to approve seconded by Mayor ProTem Craven and 

passed unanimously.  This increase would be paid on the first paycheck in 

September 2024.   

Police Report: 

Chief Stanelle gave the police report.  Part I crime is down 16.3% Year to Date. In 

addition, a suspect had been identified that was dumping oil into the water 

supply that was then running into the ponds at the Oswalt Nature Preserve.   

Public Comment:  

The mayor thanked Ms. Larue for providing a tomato luncheon for all city 

employees on July 18th.  The mayor stated that Ms. Larue had been doing this for 

several years and that it was greatly appreciated. A lake City resident stated the 

property located on Rex Road was in terrible condition and the tree limbs were 

falling onto his property and something needs to be done to address this matter.  

Executive Session: 

A motion to move to executive session to discuss personnel matters was made by 

Mayor ProTem Craven seconded by Councilmember Brown. Time 7:40 PM. 

Adjournment:  

A motion to end the regular session of council was made by Mayor ProTem 

Craven Seconded by Councilmember Hoover.  The regular session of council 

ended at 8:09 PM. 


