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REGULAR SESSION OF THE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

January 13th, 2025 

 
Attendees: Mayor Ron Dodson, Mayor Pro-Tem Craven, Councilmember Hoover, 
Councilmember Brown, Public Works Supervisor Rusty Bishop, Police Chief Stanelle, City 
Attorney Michael Huening, City Manager Chris Leighty 
 

6:30 PM Work Session: 

1. Public Works Director Rusty Bishop gave a project update and advised the 

council the LMIG grant for $39,889.31 would be used for the Huie Road 

sidewalk Project. He also informed the council the lights on the trail in the 

Oswalt Nature preserve had been repaired. In addition, there was no major 

issue in the city from the recent snow.   

2. The city manager gave the council an update pertaining to training and 

holidays. January 20th is Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday and city hall will be 

closed.  Lake City will have a vehicle to participate in the M.L. King Jr. 

parade in Forest Park on the 20th.  January 24th – 27th is the Georgias Cities 

Summit. In addition, Monday February 17th is Presidents Day and city hall 

will be closed.  The city manager advised the council the Georgia Municipal 

Associations Small Cities Conference would be in Tifton Georgia from May 

6th -9th, registration would open in February for any councilmember who 

would want to attend. 

3. The city manager gave the council updates to two new projects that would 

be breaking ground in 2025.  The first one is the town home community on 

Forest Parkway. They are currently going through the permitting process 

and should start groundbreaking in February or March.  The property on 

Jonesboro Road is awaiting approval from the State of Georgias 

Environmental Protection department for ground disturbance.   

7:00 PM City Council Session: 

Call to order:   

Mayor Dodson called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
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Invocation:  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Approval of Minutes: 

A motion to approve the regular minutes of the December Council meeting was 

made by Mayor Pro Tem Craven and seconded by Councilmember Brown Minutes 

accepted. A motion to approve the minutes of the council work session on 

December 11th, 2024, was made by Councilmember Brown and seconded by 

Mayor Pro Tem Craven.  Councilmember Hoover objected. Minutes were 

approved. 

Old Business:  

1. Mayor Dodson stated the Morrow mayor their city was going to opt out of 

HB 581 the Homestead exemption act. The mayor asked if Lake City should 

start our advertising for opting out of HB 581. The city attorney advised he 

would investigate the subject and e-mail the city manager the language for 

the advertisement and the city would be required to have a quorum at 

each of the meetings.  A motion to have the city manager advertise for the 

public hearings for HB 581was made by the mayor, seconded by 

Councilmember Brown and passed unanimously.  

New Business:  

1. The first order of new business was for the council to make the annual 

appointments. The following appointments were made for 2025: City Judge 

Keith Woods, Associate City Judge Chelsea Freeman Dease, City Clerk Eric 

Beckman, City Attorney Denmark Ashby, City Engineer Mark Whitley, City 

Auditor Jimmy Whitaker and the Clayton County Municipal Association 

Representative Mayor Pro Tem Craven. 

2. The city manager asked the council to approve using Clayton County for the 

city’s elections. Councilmember Brown made the motion to accept it was 

seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Craven and passed unanimously. 

3. The mayor and council approved Resolution 2025-01 to approve the Fiscal 

Year 2025 Budget. Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro tem Craven 

and seconded by Councilmember Brown and passed unanimously. 
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4. The mayor and council approved Resolution 2025-02 application for a 

Community Development Block Grant to assist in funding the Lake City 

Municipal Center Park. A motion to approve was made by Councilmember 

Brown seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Craven and passed unanimously.   

5. David Burch Managing Partner for Inlight Real Estate asked the mayor and 

council for approval of a temporary office trailer to be used on site at the 

warehouse on 5380 Dixie Industrial Drive and would be used for a period of 

180 days.  The city attorney advised he would create a Resolution for this 

request.  The mayor made a motion to allow the temporary office seconded 

by Councilmember Hoover and passed unanimously. 

Police Report: 

Police Chief Stanelle advised the council the overall Part I crimes had decreased 

by 12.7 % for 2024 over the crime totals for 2023.  

Public Comment: NONE 

Executive Session: Council entered Executive session at 8:26 PM.  Executive 

session was closed at 9:10 PM. 

Adjournment: 

The council adjourned at 9:11 PM.  


