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REGULAR SESSION OF THE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

MARCH 10th, 2025 

 
Attendees: Mayor Ron Dodson, Mayor Pro-Tem Craven, Councilmember Hoover, 
Councilmember Kyles, Councilmember Brown, Public Works Supervisor Rusty Bishop, Police 
Chief Stanelle, City Attorney Michael Huening, City Manager Chris Leighty 
 

6:30 PM Work Session: 

1. Public Works Supervisor Rusty Bishop advised council they had been 

clearing brush out of the right of way on Forest Parkway. In addition, they 

placed rocks at the community center filling in holes. Public Works met with 

the contractor for the Huie Road Sidewalk Project.  They should begin work 

on the sidewalks before the next council meeting. The mayor asked if they 

could install a purple Heart sign by the Clayton State University at Lake City, 

City Limits. 

2. The city manager advised the council that the city engineer would have a 

rendering of the park in front of city hall by the next council meeting.  

3. The city manager informed the council of upcoming events and training 

opportunities. The four pillars luncheon, Clayton County Day at the Capitol 

March 26th, Lake City car show April 26th, GMA District 3 meeting April 24th, 

Small Cities Conference May 6th-9th, GMA Annual Conference June 20-24th 

and registration will open March 26th.  

7:00 PM City Council Session: 

Call to order:   

Mayor Dodson called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

Invocation:  

Mayor Dodson gave the invocation  

Pledge of Allegiance:  
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Approval of Minutes: 

A motion to approve the minutes of the February council meeting was made by 

Mayor Pro Tem Craven seconded by Councilmember Brown and were approved 

unanimously.  

Old Business:  

1. The mayor and council were informed by the city manager that the city’s 

request through Clayton County HUD for an extension of the 2024 CDBG 

Grant was approved until September of 2025.   

New Business:  

1. Mayor Pro Tem Craven gave an update of the Clayton County Municipal 

Association meeting.  He informed the council of several pieces of 

legislation that were important to Georgia Cities. In addition, he advised 

the council of an upcoming CCMA retreat.   

2. The city manager presented information for entering an Intergovernmental 

Agreement with Clayton County to have the Tax Commissioner conduct all 

tax billing for Lake City.  There would be an initial fee of $20,000.00 to set 

everything up with the county’s IT vendor and after that it would cost 

approximately $8,000.00 per year.  The city manager informed the council 

that city staff felt this would be beneficial to the city.  

3. The city manager advised council of a recommendation to adopt an 

ordinance regulating free standing cell phone towers in the city’s right of 

way.  The city attorney had a draft of an ordinance prepared for the council 

to review and it will be updated and ready for adoption at the April council 

meeting. 

Police Report: 

Chief Stanelle gave the monthly police report. Larceny Theft was causing an 

increase in Part I crimes. The year-to-date increase in Part I crime is 19% 

compared to this time last year.   
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Public Comment:  

A resident stated she would like to see Code Enforcement in her neighborhood 

more frequently. In addition, a resident spoke about the shrubs across the street 

from 5662 Waterford Court and the light pole had the streetlight blocked because 

of small trees.  Public Works Supervisor Rusty Bishop advised he would go out and 

investigate the complaint.   

Adjournment:  

A motion to adjourn was made by Mayor Pro Tem Craven seconded by 

Councilmember Kyles and council adjourned by consensus at 7:57 PM. 


