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REGULAR SESSION OF THE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

April 14th, 2025 

 
Attendees: Mayor Ron Dodson, Mayor Pro-Tem Craven, Councilmember Hoover, 
Councilmember Kyles, Councilmember Brown, Police Chief Stanelle, Public Works Supervisor 
Rusty Bishop, City Attorney Michael Huening, City Manager Chris Leighty 
 

6:30 PM Work Session: 

1. Representatives of Marietta/New Image Towing Mr. Steve Welchel and his 

brother Mr. Chris Welchel gave a presentation to the council in reference to 

a property they were interested in buying to move their towing company to 

Lake City. New Image is the city’s contract wrecker service and does an 

excellent job.  The information shared was of their company’s support of 

communities wherever they have a business.  The council asked several 

questions pertaining to the hours of operation and noise that may be 

generated from the business. The mayor advised it would be a process 

because of the current zoning and the residential neighborhood that backs 

up to the location. They were advised of the Rezoning process if they were 

interested in pursuing that possibility.   

2. Public Works supervisor Rusty Bishop gave the project update pertaining to 

the bridge and sidewalk being built on Huie Dr. He advised that the 

pedestrian bridge should be metal and would be subcontracted. The mayor 

asked about changing the residential street address signs from green to 

blue.  Rusty stated the Community Services Director Eddie Robinson was 

looking into the cost of replacing those signs. Mayor Pro Tem Craven asked 

what was being done about the potholes on Rex Road and North Parkway.  

Rusty stated they had purchased four thousand pounds of asphalt to repair 

the potholes.  The city engineer Mark Whitley presented the drawing for 

the park in front of city hall.  It was the initial drawings for the proposal.  

The mayor and council provided feed back including what type of trees and 

fencing to be placed in the park.  This project is funded by a CDBG grant and 

SPLOST dollars. The project should be completed by the summer of 2026. 
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7:00 PM City Council Session: 

Call to order:   

Mayor Dodson called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

Invocation:  

Mayor Dodson gave the invocation  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Approval of Minutes: 

Mayor Pro Tem Craven made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 10th, 

2025, council meeting. It was seconded by Councilmember Kyles and was 

approved unanimously. 

Old Business:  

1. The city manager presented the Intergovernmental Agreement with the 

Clayton County Tax Commissioner for Ad Valorem Tax Billing and 

Collection. The Clayton County Tax Commissioner was present and was 

recognized by the mayor. Mayor Pro Tem Craven made a motion to 

approve the IGA with the Clayton County Tax Commissioner. It was 

seconded by Councilmember Kyles and approved unanimously.   

2. The second item brought before the council was Ordinance 2025-01 

pertaining to the legislation of cell towers in the city’s right of way.  The city 

attorney Michael Huening had given the council two separate documents 

for consideration one with options and one without that was in compliance 

with Georgia Law.  He recommended the ordinance without options.  

Councilmember Kyles made a motion to approve the ordinance seconded 

by Councilmember Hoover and passed unanimously. 

New Business:  

1. Chief Stanelle gave the oath of office to Officer Wilson during the meeting 

and introduced him to the council and the community members present. 
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Police Report: 

Chief Stanelle informed council the Part I crime is down for March by 52%. 

Quarterly Part I crime is down 15% and year to date Part I crime is down 13% 

compared to 2024. The chief also advised the department currently has one open 

position for Sergeant and 3 openings for Police Officer.   

Public Comment:  

A resident advised that school buses were driving too fast in the neighborhoods.  

In addition, there is a cement post on Sanders that a resident asked to be 

removed.  Another resident complained about vehicles parking in the grass and 

on the street. It was requested that Code Enforcement work on the weekends.  

The city manager let the residents know that the city has a new part-time code 

enforcement officer, and he would work some weekend days.  

Executive Session: NONE 

Adjournment:  

Councilmember Kyles made a motion to adjourn seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 

Craven.  The council adjourned at 8:53 PM 


