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REGULAR SESSION OF THE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

MAY 12th, 2025 

 
Attendees: Mayor Ron Dodson, Mayor Pro-Tem Craven, Councilmember Kyles, Public Works 
Supervisor Rusty Bishop, Police Chief Stanelle, City Attorney Michael Huening, City Manager 
Chris Leighty 
 

6:30 PM Work Session: 

1. Public Works Supervisor Rusty Bishop gave the projects update to the 

council. He advised the second part of the sidewalk on Huie Road to be 

complete as well as the retaining wall.  The only remaining portion of that 

project to be completed is the pedestrian bridge. 

2. The city manager briefed the council on upcoming events and training. He 

advised them that Memorial Day Holiday will be on May 26th and city hall 

would be closed. In addition, the Clayton County Chamber of Commerce 

luncheon would be on May 29th and asked if any council members would 

like to attend. The dates for the community clean up were discussed by the 

council.  The first day discussed was October 4th with the make-up date of 

October 18th.  These dates will be finalized at the June council meeting. 

Finally, the Georgia Municipal Associations annual summer conference will 

be June 20th – June 24th in Savannah.   

3. The construction of the park in front of city hall was discussed by the 

council.  The city manager advised he would have more information for 

them by the June council meeting.  

4. The council discussed having an additional siren constructed by the Lake 

City community park.  The reason for this is because residents have been 

complaining they cannot hear the storm sirens inside their homes.  The city 

manager advised he would have information on cost and feasibility at the 

June council meeting.  He advised the cost would be in the $30,000.00-

$35,000.00-dollar range.   

5. The mayor and council discussed upcoming SPLOST projects and assigned 

the city manager and Finance Director Tonya Tripp to represent the city in 

discussions with Clayton County. 
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7:00 PM City Council Session: 

Call to order:   

Mayor Dodson called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

Invocation:  

Mayor Dodson gave the invocation  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Approval of Minutes: 

Councilmember Kyles made a motion to approve the April council meeting 

minutes.  It was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Craven and the motion carried. 

Old Business: NONE 

New Business:  

1. The mayor and council discussed revisions to the employee handbook.  The 

council asked for more time to review it before voting on the matter. The 

city manager asked the council to place the item on the June agenda as he 

would like to have the handbook to the printers by the end of June.  The 

city attorney had already reviewed the updates and had no concerns.   

2. City Finance Director Tonya Tripp presented for approval of the estimated 

roll back rate pertaining to the 2025 Property Tax Rate.  After a brief 

discussion Mayor Pro Tem Craven made a motion to accept seconded by 

Councilmember Kyles and the motion carried.   

Police Report: 

Police Chief Stanelle introduced Officer Kevin Hawkins and Officer Christine Dixon 

to the council. In addition, the chief gave the oath of office to recently promoted 

Corporal Kevin Roper. The chief informed the council the police department has 

two vacancies one sergeant vacancy and one police officer vacancy. 
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Public Comment:  

A resident from Sanders Drive asked the mayor and council to deny any request 

for rezoning the property on Jonesboro Road for a wrecker service.  The resident 

was advised the company in question had never filed the required paperwork for 

rezoning. Another concern was the trash around the temple located on Sanders 

Drive.  The resident asked the council to review outdated policies and revise 

them. Another resident advised she was going to run for council and that the 

minutes and agendas for council meetings needed to be updated on the Lake City 

website. The city manager informed the resident he would ensure that it was 

completed before the next council meeting.  

Adjournment:  

A motion to adjourn was made by Councilmember Kyles and seconded by Mayor 

Pro Tem Craven and council adjourned at 8:02 PM. 


