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REGULAR SESSION OF THE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

JULY 14th, 2025 

 
Attendees: Mayor Ron Dodson, Mayor Pro-Tem Craven, Councilmember Hoover, 
Councilmember Kyles, Councilmember Brown, Public Works Supervisor Rusty Bishop, Police 
Chief Stanelle, City Attorney Michael Huening, City Manager Chris Leighty 
 

6:30 PM Work Session: 

1. Public Works Supervisor Rusty Bishop presented to the council of project 

updates for the Huie Road sidewalk project and the additional storm 

warning siren installation at the Lake City Community Park. The mayor 

stated he was not happy with the delay on the Huie Road sidewalk project.  

He was concerned that the pedestrian bridge was just now being designed.   

2. The city manager briefed the council on upcoming events and training. July 

19th the city will partner with Mt. Zion Church to host a community health 

fair and back to school event. He also informed the council of the Lake City 

elections qualifying dates.  August 18th, 19th, and 20th from 8:30 AM to 4:30 

PM. The annual Lake City clean-up day will be October 4th with a make-up 

date of October 18th.  

3. The council also was advised of the upcoming meeting set by the Clayton 

County Municipal Association to discuss the upcoming 2027 SPLOST. 

7:00 PM City Council Session: 

Call to order:   

Mayor Dodson called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

Invocation:  

Mayor Dodson gave the invocation  

Pledge of Allegiance:  
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Approval of Minutes: 

Councilmember Kyles made a motion to approve the minutes of June 9th, 2025, 

council meeting. It was seconded by Councilmember Hoover and passed 

unanimously.  

Old Business:  

The council discussed updating the residential codes. Particularly parking and the 

enforcement of parking. The mayor asked the Police Chief who enforces parking 

at night. Chief Stanelle stated the Police Officers enforce parking at night, but 

there are challenges with some of the current ordinances. Mayor Pro Tem Craven 

stated the Police Officers enforced parking in his neighborhood on July 4th.  

New Business:  

The mayor made a motion to amend the agenda to include a proclamation of 

support and declared August 11th as 811 Day in Lake City. Councilmember Brown 

seconded the motion, and it was added to the agenda and passed unanimously. 

The mayor and council voted to approve a resolution in support of the City of 

Milton in their court battle over a lawsuit against the city because of a flower 

planter in the city right of way was struck by a vehicle and the city was sued and 

found liable.  This court case has serious ramifications for local governments 

because of the liability it places on them. A motion to support the resolution was 

made by Mayor Pro Tem Craven seconded by Councilmember Hoover and passed 

unanimously.  

The council recognized Human Resources Manager Felecia Styles for receiving her 

Advanced Certified Human Resources Manager (ACHRM). It is the only program in 

the State of Georgia that a local government official may be become certified in 

the Human Resources Field.  The program is administered by the University of 

Georgia’s Carl Vinson Institute of Government. 
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Police Report: 

Chief Stanelle gave the police department report. The Part I crime for Lake City is 

down overall by twenty -two percent year to date. Chief Stanelle also informed 

the council on some upcoming training the department will host this year.  Mayor 

Pro Tem Craven stated he supported the police department they were doing a 

good job 

Public Comment: 

A resident had complaints about trees and shrubbery growing over her property 

from her neighbor’s property in the Waterford Court community and wanted to 

know what the city could do about it. The resident was advised by the city 

manager that the city would look at it to see what could be done.  The police chief 

advised he would have code enforcement go out and look at it. The resident 

stated they appreciated the city because we always come out and address issues. 

A second resident from Waterford Court asked the city to check on the lighting in 

their neighborhood because it seemed very dark. A resident from Sanders Drive 

said parking at the temple on Sanders was still causing issues with the parking of 

cars on the street.  Chief Stanelle stated he would investigate the issue.  

Executive Session: NONE 

Adjournment:  

A motion to adjourn by consensus was made and council ended at 7:53 PM. 


