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REGULAR SESSION OF THE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

August 11th, 2025 

 
Attendees: Mayor Ron Dodson, Mayor Pro-Tem Craven, Councilmember Hoover, 
Councilmember Kyles, Councilmember Brown, Public works supervisor Rusty Bishop, Police 
Chief Stanelle, City Attorney Michael Huening, City Manager Chris Leighty 
 
 

6:00 PM Zoning Hearing: 

Mayor Dodson called the Zoning hearing to order at 6:00 PM. 

 John Glover, the property owner, requested the re-zoning of his property from 

Gateway Development to Manufacturing, was represented by attorneys Paul 

Djikowski and Greg Hecht. Mr. Djikowski began his address to the council by 

handing each councilmember and city attorney Michael Huening an affidavit 

signed by Mr. Coughlin, Rusty Bishop the property owner, that he supported 

changing the zoning on the property and a quick claim deed. In addition, a Notice 

of Constitutional Challenge and Reservation of Rights was presented. The city 

manager and Mayor Dodson asked why the council was being put on notice 

before the hearing and a vote by the council.  Mr. Hecht stated he was required 

to make notice at the first possible time. Mr. Djikowski stated the applicant was 

asking to change three parcels located at 5480 Jonesboro Road, 5500 Jonesboro 

Road and 1465 Lake City Industrial Court. Mr. Djikowski stated that several 

properties in the vicinity of the properties were already manufacturing type 

businesses.  He stated the change was being requested because the applicant 

wants to park trucks there. He and Mr. Hecht then handed out a thick binder 

containing documentation to support their request to the council and the city 

attorney.  The city manager asked the mayor if the council could table or 

reschedule the Hearing so they and the city attorney could review the material.  

The mayor continued the hearing and several residents that would have a 

negative impact on their property addressed the council.  The residents lived on 

Huron and Rex Road.  They told the council they were concerned both about the 

environmental impact as well as the noise and traffic issues. The residents all 
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asked the council not to approve the request. Councilmember Brown made a 

motion to table the item, and it was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Craven and the 

motion was tabled until the September 8th council meeting. 

6:30 PM Work Session: 

The work session began at 7:04 

1. Rusty Bishop advised the council the new weather siren had been installed 

at the Lake City Community Park but had not yet been connected to power. 

He also advised the guardrail that had been damaged for so long had been 

replaced. Mark Whitley the city engineer presented an update to the City 

Hall Park. Mayor Pro Tem Craven stated the council should see the entire 

park as it would look when completed including the type of fountain and 

lights before the council voted to approve it.  

2. The city manager gave an update pertaining to upcoming events. The Lake 

City qualifying for council seats will be August 18th,19th and 20th from 8:30 

AM – 4:30 PM. The Lake City community clean up day will be October 4th 

with a makeup date, if necessary, of 18 October.  Lake City will observe its 

75th anniversary in 2026 and the city is planning for several events 

throughout the year to celebrate. The annual Employee Appreciation 

luncheon will be held on December 5th at the Lake City Community Center.  

7:00 PM City Council Session: 

Call to order:   

Mayor Dodson called the Council meeting to order at 7:20 PM.  

Invocation:  

Mayor Dodson gave the invocation  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Approval of Minutes: 

Mayor ProTem Craven made a motion to approve the minutes of the special 

meeting called seconded by Councilmember Brown and was approved. Mayor 

ProTem Craven made a motion to approve the regular council minutes and was 

seconded by Councilmember Brown. They were approved. 
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Old Business:  

The city manager advised the council the attorney was still working on the 

updates. 

New Business:  

1. Jimmy Whitaker the independent auditor, advised the council of the Fiscal 

Year 2024 annual audit findings.  He stated the city was in outstanding 

financial position. Currently the city has very little long-term debts and a 

reserve fund of two hundred fifty percent.  He stated that most 

municipalities had a reserve fund of twenty percent. Mr. Whitaker told the 

council that he was retiring and would no longer be conducting the city’s 

audits. The mayor and city manager both recognized the outstanding work 

done by the department heads in managing the city’s resources. 

2. The Mayor and Council presented Mr. Whitaker with a Proclamation 

recognizing his long-time service to Lake City.   

Police Report: 

Chief Stanelle reported Part I crime is down 22% compared to the same time last 

year.  In addition, the high speed for Lake City Elementary School Zone was 67 

MPH.  Mayor ProTem Craven thanked the Police Department for answering the 

call.  He asked the chief if the department could use Red Speed money to 

purchase mountable radars that could record speed that could be placed in the 

neighborhoods. 

Public Comment: 

A resident from Sanders Drive thanked the city for being financially responsible. 

The resident stated the Temple on Sanders needs to be held accountable for their 

trash and abuse of parking on the street. They asked for Code Enforcement to be 

more proactive. The resident also complained of unused appliances on car ports. 

A resident from Dellwood Circle stated some neighbors are renting out rooms in 

their homes. They also advised Dellwood Circle is a hot mess. Speeding on Rex 

Road cars parking on the street, dogs and cats are running loose everywhere. A 

Rex Road resident complained of excessive speeding and large volumes of tractor 
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trailers using Rex Road even though there are no trucks signs posted.  The 

resident asked for law enforcement to step up their patrols and enforcement.  

Mayor ProTem Craven made a motion to recess and go into executive session for 

personnel matters seconded by Councilmember Brown.  Motion to recess 8:16 

PM. A motion to go into Executive Session was made by Mayor ProTem Craven 

and seconded by Councilmember Brown. 

Executive Session:  

1. Personnel Matters 

Executive Session ended at 8:32 PM 

Adjournment:  

Regular Council Meeting adjourned at 8:33 


