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REGULAR SESSION OF THE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

September 8th, 2025 

 
Attendees: Mayor Ron Dodson, Mayor Pro-Tem Craven, Councilmember Hoover, 
Councilmember Kyles, Councilmember Brown, Police Chief Stanelle, Public Works Supervisor 
Rusty Bishop, City Attorney Michael Huenning, City Manager Chris Leighty 
 
 

6:30 PM Work Session: 

Public Work Supervisor Rusty Bishop advised the council on project updates.  He 

advised the new storm siren located in the Lake City Community Park was 

complete.  In addition, the repairs to some of the playground equipment had 

been completed. Mayor Pro Tem Craven asked if the siren gets tested when the 

Forest Park siren is tested.  He advised he believes so but would follow up to 

make sure.  

Mark Whitley the city engineer gave the council an update of the city hall 

construction and the sidewalk bridge on Huie Road.  The building construction has 

been delayed because of having to place pillars in the ground to build the addition 

on top of.  The pedestrian bridge is delayed as the contractor develops the plans 

for it. The mayor asked Mark if he would investigate a technology grant available 

through T-Mobile that could help with the city hall park.  Mark stated he would 

investigate it.  

The city manager advised the council he would be in training in Columbus Georgia 

from September 24th – 26th while attending the Georgia City County Managers 

Association Conference.  

The community clean up day will be October 4th from 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM. If it 

must be cancelled the make-up date will be October 18th. 

The city manager also advised that 2026 would be Lake City’s 75th anniversary and 

there was several activities being discussed at this time to recognize that 

milestone. City Hall will be closed on November 11th for Veterans Day and the 

employee luncheon will take place on December 5th.  
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7:00 PM City Council Session: 

Call to order:   

Mayor Dodson called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

Invocation:  

City Manager Chris Leighty gave the invocation  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Approval of Minutes: 

Mayor Pro Tem Craven made a motion to accept the minutes it was seconded by 

Councilmember Brown and was approved unanimously.  

Old Business:  

Zoning continuation for 5480 Jonesboro Road, 5500 Jonesboro Road and 1465 

Lake City Industrial Court was the item under old business as it had been tabled at 

the August Council meeting by Councilmember Brown so the council and the city 

attorney could review the documents presented by the applicant’s attorneys.  

Councilmember Brown brought the tabled item back before the council and was 

seconded by Councilmember Hoover the motion carried.  The mayor asked if 

anyone had a motion to approve or deny the request.  Mayor ProTem Craven 

made a motion to deny the requested rezoning regarding the property identified 

as 5480 and 5500 Jonesboro Road and 1465 Lake City Industrial Court from the 

current zoning Gateway District to Manufacturing District. Upon review of the 

staff report, comments from the public and the applicant during the public 

hearing held on the matter, the requested zoning does not satisfy the 

requirements of the City’s code, would not be consistent with the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan, is not consistent with the intent of the surrounding zoning 

districts, appears it will adversely affect the adjacent and nearby properties, and 

general manufacturing uses are not consistent with the adjacent and nearby 

properties. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hoover there was no 

discussion and the motion carried. Councilmember Kyles did not vote as she was 

not present for the August council meeting.  
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New Business:  

The business owner for 5286 Circle Drive was not present for the request to 

extend the zoning for his property. 

The mayor presented Councilmember Hoover with her ten-year service pin. 

Councilmember Hoover is the longest serving member of the council. 

Police Report: 

Chief Stanelle recognized Sgt. Shadaya Harper on the birth of her twins. 

Sgt. Roper was given the oath of office for his promotion to Sergeant in the 

presence of his family.  The mayor and council congratulated Sgt. Roper and 

thanked his family for attending.  

Public Comment:  

A resident stated that downed tree limbs on Northlake Drive had scratched her 

vehicle. Several residents complained of speeding vehicles on Rex Road. 

Executive Session: NONE 

Adjournment:  

Mayor Pro Tem Craven made a motion to adjourn was seconded by 

Councilmember Brown and passed.  Council adjourned at 7:49 PM.  


