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REGULAR SESSION OF THE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

April 13th, 2026 

 
Attendees: Mayor Ron Dodson, Mayor Pro-Tem Kyles, Councilmember Hoover, 
Councilmember Craven, Councilmember Arnett, Police Chief Stanelle, Public Works Supervisor 
Rusty Bishop, City Attorney Michael Huenning, City Manager Chris Leighty 
 

6:30 PM Work Session: 

1. Rusty Bishop showed the council and public the new street numbers signs 

the city will be installing for every residence. In addition, the sidewalk 

project for Harper Drive will be going out for bid. The designer has 

completed the plan for the fabrication of the pedestrian bridge on Huie 

Drive. 

2. The city manager asked the council what day they would be available 

during Georgia Cities Week to participate in an open house for the new 

addition to city hall.  Councilmember Hoover asked what the city was doing 

for Police memorial week. Chief Stanelle advised they would be having 

some activities to recognize the event. Councilmember Hoover asked what 

the city was going to do for Lake City Elementary School for teacher 

appreciation.  The city manager advised the city had not received a request 

from the school yet for any support. However, if the school did make a 

request the city would support the school. 

3. Lake City events were briefed by the city manager.  They included Georgia 

Cities Week April 20th – 25th.  The final event for Lake City would be the 75th 

birthday cookout in the Lake City Community Park on April 25th.  

4. Mayor Dodson asked Beverly Wilson, the Lake City Representative on the 

Clayton County Land Bank, for an update.  She stated the Land Bank had 

sold some properties but nothing relevant to Lake City.   

7:00 PM City Council Session: 

Call to order:   

Mayor Dodson called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
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Invocation:  

Mayor Dodson gave the invocation  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Approval of Minutes: 

A motion to approve the regular minutes was made by Councilmember Craven 

Seconded by Councilmember Arnett and passed unanimously. A motion to 

approve the minutes of the executive session was made by Councilmember 

Craven and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kyles and passed. 

Old Business:  

A budget amendment to purchase landscape rocks for the front of city hall was 

presented by Councilmember Craven. Councilmember Craven gave a breakdown 

of the cost to replace the mulch once or twice a year as well as approximate labor 

costs. The total cost for the mulch and labor would be approximately equivalent 

to the cost of the rocks in two years with no recurring cost. Councilmember 

Arnett stated that based on the costs presented the return on investment for the 

city would be between two-four years.  A motion was made to approve the rock 

purchase by Councilmember Craven seconded by Councilmember Arnett. Mayor 

Pro Tem Kyles and Councilmember Hoover gave no vote and Mayor Dodson voted 

in favor of the purchase and the motion was approved. 

The mayor discussed the past Legislative session particularly HB 1116 pertaining 

to property taxation that would have hurt local communities and how they could 

tax.  This bill did not pass but it changed to SB 33 which did pass was not as 

restrictive as the previous bill but still took away some of the local control. In 

addition, the mayor discussed some of the new restrictions on cameras in school 

zones.   

New Business: NONE 

Police Report: 

Chief Stanelle advised the council the police department was having an increase 

in calls at Lake City Nursing Home.  He stated he has asked for assistance from the 

Clayton County Police and Clayton County Fire Departments. The chief reminded 
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council that April 28th from 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM at the community center was the 

retirement celebration for Sergeant Madron and Corporal Kurtz. 

Public Comment:  

A resident that lives on Sanders Drive told the council they appreciated the police 

response to a shooting on their street. 

Executive Session:  

A motion to recess the regular council meeting for an executive session to discuss 

personnel issues was made by Mayor Pro Tem Kyles seconded by Councilmember 

Craven motion passed council went into recess 7:37 PM. 

Adjournment:  

Regular session adjourned at 7:51 PM. 

 


